
THE “STRONG” MAN AND THE “WEAK” KING 
2 Samuel 2:8–4:12 

Transitions of power can be messy, and the transition from Saul to David was no exception. God 
had promised David the kingdom, but after Saul’s death, most of Israel still remained loyal to 
Saul’s house. Into that uncertainty stepped Abner—a powerful, influential man accustomed to 
making things happen. He made a king, fought a war, strengthened his position, and eventually 
tried to deliver to David the very kingdom God had already promised him. Abner’s story exposes 
a temptation familiar to all of us: when we know (or think we know) how things ought to turn 
out, we can begin to assume responsibility for making them turn out that way. But God’s 
purposes do not depend upon our strength, influence, or ability to control the outcome. In 2 
Samuel 2:8–4:12, the “strong” man and the “weak” king remind us to trust God and not force his 
purposes.  

Abner’s King	 2:8–11 

Abner’s War	 2:12–32 

Abner’s Strength	 3:1–11	 

Abner’s Promise	 3:12–21 

Abner’s Death	 3:22–4:12 

Trust God; Don’t Force His Purposes!


